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Global warming - a reality

Wt
Although it is believed the earth can handle an increase in overall temperature,
humans, it i$ said, will not. Controlling climale change through environment-
i Iriendly energy generation is a necessity and not a luxury,
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1o priontise technologios that provide
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1 As glabal warming continues, government and industry will have 1o make changes

oy liamit Ehir impacts on the envirenmen!

2 South Africa does not have hydro rescurces. The country will ave 1o rely mone on
reqeonil power-generation projects to reduce its impact on the environment,
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GLOBAL GULTURE CHANGE
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and willing 10 maxe corporations. richer while negiacting Its promisa 1o
defiver free electncity 1o the couniry's poor®

DELIVERING DEMAND

Eskom 15 not unaware of its contribution o climate change and has, in
fact, spent milions af rand in the past and will confinue 1o do 30 N imple-
mershing more emsronment-friendly practices and technology. Wendy
Poulton, genaral manager of corporate sustamandty at Eskom, discioges,
o meat the Chabienges of cimata change, Eskom has a strong mitigabon
and ataptaton programme plannad, 1 = lookng 1o dvessify (s enengy mix
and become less rekant on coal In the medium term. It has varous prog-
aCts i tha pipekng 1o develop lower greenhouse gas-emitting sburces of
anergy, SUCh as gag, renawable anegy and neclear as part of the BNy
mie. Although peophe like Bond sugoest Eskom cannol continue usang
coal [0 generate ehergy, Poulton besaves the answer 15 nol 50 simplé
"Eskom will continue to develop ‘clean-coal technologees” as an alierna-
tiver to conventional power stations. The renawable technolopes show
much fulure promise and imvestimeant is baing made right now, Howewer,
the ever-growing SGemand for basa-load alacircity will nead. to e met
and nuckaar s & réalistic altermative, Unfortunatedy, South Alrica does not
have arvy significant hydro capacily so-we are mostly reliant on coal for
powar ganaralion gt present bul, by boosting the segion's intar-
connectiaty and Promaling anengy rading in NG region. We can further
lgweer our scological fomiprint,”

More tham |ust generation capacity. Poullon feels Eskom is doing its
best in implementihg demand-side managemeani, which aims at saving
3 000 MW over the nest six yaears and 8 000 MW by 2025, Eskom has
idenidied about 40 diferent COM projects and s nvolved in déveioping
six of them, “The CDM 15 not perfact but it does promole mere environ-
- fnendly prachces and technoiogies for power generabion, We. as a
utility, have 10 make a trace-off betwsen what the public and the econg-
my need, and the viabiéity and economecs N supplying those needs n iha
most sustanable manner,” sha emphasses.

A NUCLEAR FUTURE

“Tha most realistic solution to mitigating CO: emissons from the aimios-
phers lies wih greater use of nuclear power,™ says Rob Adam, CEO of the
Muclear Enargy Corporaton of South Afnca. "Muclear enargy accounts for
16% of the world's genaraton capacily, which results n a 10% "saving” on
patential GO thal would have Deen relaased into the atmosphere if coal
wias used for genarating that power” Adams suggests rengwabie tach-
nologes should meene much maore funding lor development and sees iax
incantvas plaving an important role n promoting the devalogmant of
renewabia enarges, Chean-coal technologies can play a largar mde in
fufure but tha most sustamable way o add basae-load genaration capacity
seams 10 e nuclagr, I
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